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edly the right of self-defence, but we are persuaded that the expedi- 
ency of waiving the right on the ground of Us inevitable abuse, offers 
a position on which he can safely stand. Making all due allowance 
for the perversion of the doctrine, it may yet be asserted that the 
extent of a Christian's permitted, we might say, commanded, reli- 
ance on the succours of an overruling Providence, is but imperfectly 
apprehended, even by pious men. We are well aware, that the idea 
of trusting to Providence, when armed legions are pouring down 
upon us, will be at once branded as the height of fanatical folly. 
Yet the charge moves us not. We grant, indeed, that if a people 
in such circumstances are not unanimously confiding, they cannot 
assure themselves of divine protection. The right-minded may 
suffer from their fellowship with the unbelieving. .But let any 
community, in the spirit of meekness, conscientiously and unitedly 
cast themselves upon the defences of Omnipotence, and that not 
merely as a temporary expedient, but as part of a general course 
of devout obedience, and we see not why the same power which 
planted an impregnable bulwark around the ancient race of Israel, 
so long as they remained steadfast in allegiance, will not interpose 
for the safety of those who trust in his Providence, from the fear of 
transgressing his law. Or if we suppose that they should fail to be 
protected, and should become the victims of a brutal soldiery, yet 
their voluntary sacrifice, which could easily be compensated in 
another world, would tell so powerfully on the moral interests of 
the universe, that they could even afford to make it. But after all, 
our views of the grand process which is to result in the abolition of 
war, repudiate the hypothesis of one people's thus invading and de- 
stroying another, from the mere wantonness of cruelty ; for the 
same causes which will render the one averse to resisting evil, will 
make the other unwilling to inflict it." 

3. — The Peace-maker's exalted Parentage and rich Inheritance : a 
Sermon, fyc. By the Rev. Cornelius C. Vanarsdalen, Hart- 
ford: 1834. pp.31. 

This discourse was delivered at New Haven, in June last, during 
the session of the Legislature of the State, by appointment of the 
Connecticut Peace Society. After a brief but vivid exhibition of 
the evils and miseries of war, and its deadly moral influences, the 
author proceeds to consider the application of the text, — " Blessed 
are the Peace-makers ; for they shall be called the sons of God" — 
to efforts for the suppression of the custom of public war. He 
shows that the blessing here announced, rests on those who seek to 
make peace, to promote and diffuse the peaceful spirit of the Gospel 
among men, as well as to cherish and exhibit it in their own persons. 
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He justly argues, that if by the obligation here implied, we are to do 
every thing in our power to put a stop to hatred, dissension and strife 
among individuals, we must of course with equal, or with larger rea- 
son, be bound to do every thing in our power for the suppression of 
war and the promotion of peace among nations. The encourage- 
ments to effort and the modes of exertion are then pointed out, and 
strongly and eloquently enforced. The whole discourse is written in 
a fervid and glowing style ; we hope that its delivery and its publica- 
tion will contribute largely to promote the good cause to which it is 
devoted ; and that the blessing pronounced upon the peace-maker 
may rest upon the excellent author. 

We have room only for the following sentence : 

" Even' one will admit that the cause of Peace is beautiful in theo- 
ry — that it proposes the richest blessings to mankind. Nor can any 
doubt for a moment that such an object is worthy of their efforts, and 
that God demands of them, to the utmost of their power, to strive for 
its accomplishment. Yet they ask how can it be done ? The answer 
is plain, and the means are perfectly practicable. Let pastors of 
churches, or other friends to the cause, at once begin to organize 
Peace Societies through the land — let these societies take their 
place by the side of our missionary, and Bible, and tract societies, 
for they belong to the same heaven-born family, and are by no 
means behind the most important of them all." 
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PEACE SOCIETIES.— Resolutions, &c. 

British Society for the Promotion of Permanent and Universal Peace. — 
Through the kindness of the Secretary, we have received, since our last 
number was published, several documents, containing, among other things, 
the proceedings of the Eighteenth Annual Meeting and the Report of this 
Society. 

The Annual Meeting was held on the 20th of May last. Samuel Gurney, 
Esq., in the Chair. — Several able and highly interesting addresses were 
delivered on the occasion, but our limits forbid us the pleasure of doing any 
thing more than thus alluding to them. This Society, like that of Geneva, 
and the Society of Christian Morals at Paris, appears to be directing its at- 
tention to the question of the abolition of capital punishment Among the 

resolutions past at the meeting, was one directing the Committee to open a 
correspondence with the " Soci^te de la Morale Chretienne" established at 
Paris, with reference to the printing and circulating of tracts in France, and 
appropriating £100 to that object. 

From the Report it appears that, during the year, Auxiliary Societies had 
been established at Manchester, Norwich, and Hitchin. The public journals 
bad of late reprobated war, in terms indicating an increasing conviction of 



